
Young Communities in Israel:
Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things



Making a Difference
Something remarkable is happening in Israel. Groups of young people are 
moving to neighbourhoods with weak socio-economic conditions and social 
disadvantages, and young people from those difficult neighbourhoods, those 
who have the opportunity to leave, are choosing to stay. By choosing to take 
up permanent residence and raise or start their families in neighbourhoods 
of the social periphery that need assistance, and not just assisting that 
community from a far-away comfort zone, these young people are 
effecting real change. They serve as a unique, internal change agent. They 
lead full lives and are in addition volunteering, creating new educational 
programs and social services, and bringing about long-lasting social change. 
They are creating Young Communities. 





Community Life
A community is not just a group of people living in the same locality. It is a group 
of people who also socially interact with each other, providing support and 
looking out for one another in a structured manner. Many areas in Israel, especially 
in peripheral areas, lack the support systems that communities have to offer. 

Young Communities consist of members who both want a sense of community for 
themselves and want their community to be built in a place that will be meaningful 
– in a place where they can make a difference. Where Young Communities have 
sprung, local residents have joined in their efforts and activities. In fact, some 
locals, despite their ability move away, have even chosen to stay and not only 
participate in social activities, but actually be part of a Young Community.







These young people come from all parts of Israeli society, from 
socialist youth movements to religious Zionist ones; native-born 
Israelis to new immigrants. They are all looking to live within a 
supportive community, but what they also have in common is that they 
are taking social responsibility – giving back to the neighbourhood in 
which they live and living in neighbourhoods that need their help.

These ordinary people are doing extraordinary things. By following 
through on their visions and ideals they are building a better Israel. 





Social Pioneers

Zionism isn’t just about physically 

building the State of Israel. It is also 

about building Israel to be a moral and 

just society – acting out of a sense of 

responsibility and striving towards a 

better future. This idealistic, pioneering 

spirit thrives in Young Communities 

today, in members that are dedicated to 

closing socio-economic gaps, improving 

education and increasing social action.

Enable these Young Communities to bring 

about long-lasting change in Israel by 

reinforcing their efforts.



Although some Young Communities began nearly 20 years ago, today they are 
becoming a social phenomenon. Over 90 Young Communities are making a 
difference across Israel today – every day. Each community averages about 
40 families. The community is carefully designed to utilize the interests 
and expertise of the incoming group - educators, social workers, business 
people and high-tech innovators - in order to meet the needs of the host 
community. Thanks to their passion and perseverance, they are inspiring 
others to join. In 2008, 30 new Young Communities were formed. 





Every Young Community is unique in its structure and is responding 
to different challenges. Different types of Young Communities are 
appropriate to different regions in Israel. 

Some groups are designed as Urban Kibbutzim, structured like traditional 
Kibbutzim but situated within urban towns rather than in isolated rural areas. 
Members of urban communes and cooperatives live in shared apartments, 
buildings or neighborhoods according to socialist principles, with varied 
degrees of economic partnership. 

Some communities are Religious-Zionist Communities that seek to enrich 
Jewish communities by enhancing Jewish communal life and practice 
throughout Israel in addition to their contribution to social welfare.
Others are groups of idealistic young singles or families, often locals 
along with new commers who choose to live sporadically around the 
neighbourhood but work as a groop to contribute to the community.
Graduates of Ayalim Student Villages also comprise different types of 
Young Communities where young adults and couples who lived in Ayalim 
Student Villages over the course of their studies are now beginning to 
initiate the process of building permanent communities that encourage the 
same principles of community building and social responsibility. 

And, indeed, they are all over Israel, for example, in Yerucham, Gedera, 
Acco and Dimona. 





Young Communities are spread across 
Israel, in the locations you see here. 
Within 5 years, the number of existing 
Young Communities is expected to double.
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Members of Young Communities are involved in numerous 
social, welfare and educational activities such as 
helping the elderly, improving formal and/or informal 
educational systems, providing extra-curricular 
activities and, in certain cases, even helping with 
preparation for matriculation exams. Members also 
provide activities for at-risk youth in order to present 
them with positive experiences. The activities each 
community carries out depends on the needs of the 
community, but the main focus is to better not only their 
own lives but the entire community. 







Young Communities are changing the face of 
Israeli society. With your help, they will continue 
to grow and extend their impact.
Support Young Communities, and become a part 
of their pioneering efforts.




