
 

  

"On the Edge of Light" 

Sending an Israeli Volunteer Task Force to Help Refugee Children of South Sudan in Uganda 

"This is the time of return, we shan't stand still on the edge of the light, where will our hearts turn, 

will we return, will we pass?" (Lea Goldberg)  

Background 

In 2007, a group of asylum seekers from South Sudan entered Israel through the Egyptian border. The 

families, among them many children and infants, were a part of 4 million refugees and displaced people, who 

escaped the brutal 20 year long civil war between the Islamist Regime of North Sudan and the Christian South. 

They fled to Egypt, where they faced racism and lived in fear. They then crossed the border to Israel, hoping 

to find a respite from their misery.  

Several families from this group settled in the southern city of Arad.  Most of the parents found employment 

in hotels of the nearby Dead Sea area. In the summer of that year, Hamahanot Haolim opened an Emergency 

Education Center that served 25 refugee children, aged 1-14, for 2 months. These children were left behind 

for long hours while their parents went to work. They had no one to care for them, and with no knowledge 

of Hebrew or familiarity with their surroundings; they suffered severe neglect, isolation and distress.  

For the following 5 years after that summer, Hamahanot Haolim operated in Arad, and cared for tens of 

refugee children from South Sudan during the holidays, vacations, and special occasions- instructors from 

across the country came to Arad to carry out educational activities for the children.  

In July 2011, the Republic of South Sudan gained its independence, and as a result, 1,000 South Sudanese 

asylum seekers living in Israel were deported back to their country. Among them were approximately 500 

children. All of our students from Arad and their parents got deported, and we were scared for their future.  

To our great dismay, a short while after their return, our worst nightmares became a reality. In 2013, the 

new government collapsed, and a civil war has erupted between the President's supporters and the Vice 

President's supporters (two groups of the most hostile tribes in the young country). Today, the situation in 

South Sudan is extremely difficult. As the battles between the two tribes continue, over 2 million people lost 

their homes, out of them 800,000 children, and thousands were killed. An October 2015 report by the African 

Union accused the government forces and the rebels in atrocious war crimes including executions, torture, 

dismemberment and mutilation, rape, and even cannibalism.  

The South Sudanese people who came from Israel bore victims as well, both children and adults, who were 

killed, died due to illness, raped, and became refugees once again.  



 

  

Project Description 

The Israeli non-profit organization "Become" provides scholarships to the South Sudan children who resided 

in Israel. In the framework of this project, over 120 children study in a boarding school in Uganda. They are 

safe, but live far away from their parents. This is the second time in their short lifetime that they have become 

refugees. Many of these children are our former students from Arad, and we keep in touch with them to this 

day.  

Throughout the months of December- January, the students of the boarding school go back to their homes 

across Uganda for the summer vacation. During this time, the children of South Sudan who are unable to go 

back to their country due to the rampant civil war and the prevalent humanitarian crisis will remain on their 

own, without any educational frameworks or care.  

We wish to be there with them, for them. It is our duty to care for our students, wherever they are. We are 

committed to the values of human rights and equality, and call upon the Israeli society to open its eyes, and 

help the children who lived and grew up here, and became refugees for the second time. To this end, we 

partnered with the Become organization, and we are currently seeking support towards sending a volunteers' 

task force to Uganda, who will provide the children with educational activities for a full month during the 

summer vacation. We are in need of funding for the flight fare, the activities, and the accommodation of the 

Israeli instructors in Uganda.  

Project Budget: 

Expenses Cost in USD 

Flight fare $4,200 

Visas $350 

Per Diem $2,450 

Insurance $480 

Project Coordination  $3,950 

Equipment  $200 

Unforeseen expenses $2,370 

Total $14,000 

  

We hope that you will find the above endeavor worthy of support. 

 

 

For additional information, please contact Ms. Michal Friedler +972-52-5555566 / michal@naaran.org 

$ $ £ £ 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VEE5HPLCWEPHJ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=W8MHUU99X9GEE
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VEE5HPLCWEPHJ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=W8MHUU99X9GEE
mailto:michal@naaran.org
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VEE5HPLCWEPHJ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=W8MHUU99X9GEE
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VEE5HPLCWEPHJ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=W8MHUU99X9GEE


 

  

 

  

Arad, 2007: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also see https://youtu.be/ra_V4Yk-0R8 

 

Uganda, 2016: 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ra_V4Yk-0R8

